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Zurab Kiknadze

A Cup, Diogenes and Seven Sages

In the hierarchy of things made by human hand a cup holds the highest
place. Its symbolic meaning is attested not only in the hands of Enkidu on his way
to becoming human (The Epic of Gilgamesh), but in the behavior of Diogenes of
Sinope, who denies culture and in the words of Odysseus as well, when he ironically
called treasure the vessel roughly made on the deserted island by Philoctetes
(Sophocles: Philoctetes), as the first and the last sign of culture.

However, primitive this everyday life utensil might seem, the form of which
was dictated by the cup of the hand, it could not be restricted to the limits of its
practical use.

In the narrative of Diogenes Laertius (Lives and Opinions of Eminent
Philosophers) the question is asked as a challenge and a test: who is the wisest
among the sages. The cup (or tripod) is assigned the mission to find the answer to
the question and this thing travels from one wise man to another in testing
expectation that it will remain in the hands of one of them.

But each wise man is given a chance to choose the person more wiser than
himself. The item as a sign of challenge, awaits from each of them the only right
decision. When the cup (or tripod) so circulated returns back to the first chosen
(Thales), it turns out that all of them are equally wise. By giving to each other the
priority, they proved their wisdom.



